
What is the A+ Schools Program?
The A+ Schools Program is a whole-school reform model that views the arts as fundamental to teaching 
and learning in every subject.

A+ Schools combine arts integration and multiple learning pathways to nurture creativity and critical 
thinking in all children.

Educators at A+ Schools teach the state-mandated curriculum using a collaborative, multi-disciplined 
approach, weaving the arts into every aspect of a child’s learning, allowing each child to explore and 
honor their unique ways of gaining knowledge, making connections and demonstrating mastery.

Where is the A+ Schools Program?
The A+ Schools Program has transformed over 125 public, charter and private schools in rural, urban 
and suburban locations in three states: North Carolina, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.  Louisiana is 
embarking on their first year in the A+ Network in 2013. The diversity of A+ Schools represents the 
sustainability and the successful replication of the A+ model in all types of learning environments.

Why does the A+ Schools Program work?
A+ works because it is a comprehensive education reform that supports changes in the whole school’s 
practices, in areas from assessment to scheduling and collaboration to parent involvement, allowing 
each school to achieve a central vision.

A+ works because each A+ School develops a unique school identity around the arts that deepens and 
enhances each student’s educational experience and prepares them for challenges of today’s creative & 
global economy.

A+ works because A+ Schools participate in on-going, high-quality A+ professional development that 
helps each school to maintain their unique identity while continuing to grow and change as shifts in the 
educational landscape take place.

A+ works because schools are supported in developing strong community partnerships that support and 
enhance the work of the school.

A+ works because it encourages teachers and Principals to develop and cultivate their own creativity.

A+ works because teaching and learning through the arts is creative, inspiring, engaging, and exciting.

Document compiled by Michelle Burrows, North Carolina A+ Program Director, and Annette Butler, Arkansas A+ Program Director.
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